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Synopsis

You know what you want to say but can’t think of the word. You can describe what you’re thinking
but you don’t know the name for it. Perhaps you have a general word in mind but you need a more
specific term. The Writer's Digest Flip Dictionary solves these common problems! Best-selling
author Barbara Ann Kipfer has crated a huge reference that offers cues and clue words to lead
writers to the exact phrase or specific term they need. It goes beyond the standard reverse
dictionary format to offer dozens of charts and tables, listing groups by subject (such as
automobiles, clothing types, plants, tools, etc.) Writers of fiction and nonfiction will use it to find that
elusive word they need, and word lovers will find it an entertaining book to simply sit and browse
through. Crossword puzzlers will also find it invaluable. In all, this indispensable desk reference is

as necessary as a dictionary or thesaurus - but a lot more fun.
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Customer Reviews

"Omit needless words," intone Strunk and White in The Elements of Style; "use definite, specific,
concrete language." In order to use the best word for the job, though, you have to know it. The Flip
Dictionary is full of words you may have forgotten and words you never knew, all accessed by their
meaning. Look up "mounds and hills, with," and you will find tumulus. Search "the ropes connecting
the harness and the canopy of a parachute,"” and you'll find shrouds. There’s no need to say "lowest
point in orbit" when you can say perigee, or "lowest deck of a ship" when you can say orlop. We

don’t know when we’d ever find a chance to use the word tomally, but we like knowing the one word



out there that means "lobster liver." And, oh, the lists! Of apples and art movements, beers and
birding terms, constellations and clothes (including 47 kinds of shirt), fears and ferns. The same
caveats apply as with the use of a thesaurus: some of the definitions are a bit off ("hater" is vague
for misanthrope), others are rather informal (boner, for instance, to mean "error"), and still others are
so specific that you will want to be sure that you truly have found the right word for the job. Great

fun. --Jane Steinberg

Barbara Ann Kipfer is the author of numerous reference books, including The Order of Things and
The At-a-Glance Spelling Dictionary. She is best known as the author of 14,000 Things to Be Happy
About.

| really like this book. | really wish it came in Kindle, but because it's an older book | can see why it
doesn’t. | unfortunately lost my originally copy after changing apartments, but | bought a used one
for very cheap.This book is like a super thesaurus. It's not about editing, but I've used this book as a
guide for finding new words to use to keep my writing fresh ever since | was in high school and
throughout college. This book is like an exploration into the English language. | learn many new

words here and whenever my writing gets stale, | refer to it. | love it! Totally recommend it.

This book is beyond amazing! | love the attention to detail. When you can’t think of the word, or
have only an idea what the word could be; this is the book to get. Not only has it helped me
substantially on my essays, it has truly expanded my vocabulary. This book is also fun. Maybe I'm
biased because I'm a big nerd, and | will just read through this thing for fun, but | truly believe this

book was worth the buy.

none

| find this book so useful, that | hope to do a Giveaway of one on my blog at
januarygray.wordpress.com. Functional - super easy to use, and packed with information. Book

arrived quickly and undamaged.

The most helpful reference book on my shelf -- so nice to have a library-quality copy.Perfect

condition and it came right on time.



its cool

The Writers Digest Flip Dictionary arrived ahead of posted date and was in perfect condition, as
listed on ’s web site. | am quite happy with the contents of the book. As a working professional

writer, this volume will be an asset to my writing library. Thank you.

It's an excellent resource.
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